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Proposed policy is developed by
the G

overnm
ent and is then presented 

to Cabinet for approval to draft a new
 bill. 

Cabinet is the Prim
e M

inister’s
forum

 for creating consensus
am

ong the G
overnm

ent’s M
inisters.

A bill is text of a legislative initiative 
that the G

overnm
ent subm

its to 
Parliam

ent to be approved, and 
possibly am

ended, before
becom

ing law
.

Follow
ing the Cabinet’s 

approval, the D
epartm

ent
of Justice drafts a bill. This 
is done in collaboration w

ith 
a governm

ent departm
ent’s 

or agency’s policy 
developm

ent and legal 
services team

s.
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The bill is
introduced in either
the H

ouse of C
om

m
ons

or the Senate.

B
ILL

O
nce the bill has been 

passed in the sam
e form

by both C
ham

bers, it goes 
to the G

overnor G
eneral

for Royal A
ssent and then 

becom
es Canadian law

.

The law
 becom

es 
enforceable once it
com

es into force.
Law

s can com
e into

force in the follow
ing w

ays:

The relevant 
organizations
conduct an analysis for 
the developm

ent of 
regulatory proposals.

The relevant 
organizations conduct 
stakeholder 
engagem

ent to seek 
view

s on possible 
policy approaches.

After consideration 
of com

m
ents received, 

the regulatory 
proposals are further 
refined. Stakeholders 
are invited to provide 
further com

m
ents.

D
raft regulations are 

then developed by the 
D

epartm
ent of Justice 

in accordance w
ith the 

w
ritten instructions 

provided by the 
relevant organizations.
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Legislation is a w
ritten law

 that provides rules of conduct. To becom
e law

, legislation m
ust be approved by Parliam

ent. Proposed legislation is 
introduced in Parliam

ent in the form
 of a bill w

hich provides the basis to am
end or repeal existing law

s or put new
 ones in place. Canada’s legislative 

process involves all three parts of Parliam
ent: the H

ouse of C
om

m
ons (elected, low

er C
ham

ber), the Senate (appointed, upper C
ham

ber), 
and the M

onarch (H
ead of State, w

ho is represented by the G
overnor G

eneral in Canada). These three parts w
ork together to create new

 law
s.
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Traditionally, Parliam
entarians

then debate the principle
of the bill and vote to
decide w

hether it should
be studied further.

If the bill passes second 
reading, it is sent to a 
Parliam

entary C
om

m
ittee, 

w
hich studies it in depth, 

holds public hearings to 
hear view

s and m
ay m

ake 
changes to the bill.

REPO
RT STAG

E

W
hen a C

om
m

ittee has finished 
its study, it reports the bill back 
to the C

ham
ber. D

uring the 
report stage, Parliam

entarians
can also m

ake am
endm

ents
to the bill.
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The bill is then subject to
a final debate and vote.

If the bill passes the 
vote, it is then sent to 
the other C

ham
ber, 

w
here it goes through 

the sam
e process.

C
om

m
ents are taken

into consideration
and the draft 
regulations are 
updated and finalized.

The M
inister, for M

inisterial 
regulations, or the Treasury 
Board, for G

overnor in 
C

ouncil regulations, review
s 

and approves the draft 
regulations for publication, 
w

ith or w
ithout changes.
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Regulations provide support to the new
 law

s
and are enforceable by law

.

U
nlike legislation, regulations are not m

ade by Parliam
ent

but rather by persons or bodies that Parliam
ent has given

the authority to m
ake them

 in an Act, such as the G
overnor

in C
ouncil or a M

inister. This is w
hy regulations are developed 

under a separate process from
 Acts.
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• w
hen they receive

Royal A
ssent;

• on a day or days specified 
in the Act; and

• on a day or days set by
the G

overnor in C
ouncil 

(the G
overnor G

eneral,
on the advice of
the federal Cabinet).
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The approved draft
regulations are published in
the Canada G

azette, Part I.

The Canada G
azette is the official 

new
spaper of the G

overnm
ent 

of Canada. It contains inform
ation 

such as form
al public notices, 

official appointm
ents, proposed 

regulations and m
ore. It is also 

a consultative tool, providing 
Canadians w

ith the opportunity
to provide their com

m
ents on

the proposed regulations.

The M
inister or the G

overnor in C
ouncil, on Treasury 

Board's advice, as appropriate, review
s and approves 

the m
aking of the final regulations. The regulations are 

m
ade once the M

inister signs the regulations' covering 
order, or once the G

overnor G
eneral signs the 

regulations' O
rder in C

ouncil, as the case m
ay be.

The final regulations are then published in 
the Canada G

azette, Part II, and com
e into force 

on the day or days set out in the regulations.
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